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Stay up to date on the 

latest fair housing topics, 
cases and training by 

signing up for emails from 
the Housing Equality 

Center: 
 

Visit equalhousing.org to 
subscribe to email updates 

or email 
info@equalhousing.org 
requesting that you be 
added to our email list. 

FINAL PRINT ISSUE! 

I am proud to announce that we have changed our name from the Fair 
Housing Council of Suburban Philadelphia to the Housing Equality 
Center of Pennsylvania. Our more inclusive name will better enable us 
to connect with consumers and housing professionals throughout our 
expanded service area, which includes the Pennsylvania Counties of 
Bucks, Chester, Delaware, Lehigh, Montgomery, Northampton and 
Philadelphia. 
 
And let’s face it, the Housing Equality Center is easier to say and 
understand! It succinctly captures our mission, which remains to lead 
the effort to eliminate housing discrimination through education, 
advocacy and enforcement of fair housing laws. 
 
With our new name also comes a bold new look and a state-of-the-art, 
mobile-friendly website: equalhousing.org. The new website is easier to 
use and brimming with fresh, useful content. I invite you to take a few 
moments to look around! While you’re at it, be sure to sign up for emails 
so you can keep abreast of the latest news, events and professional 
training opportunities. 
 
Our staff remains unchanged and our old website address and email 
addresses will continue to be operational for the foreseeable future, but 
please take a moment to update your records with our new contact 
information available on our new website. 
 
Last but not least, thank you to our board of directors, staff, focus 
groups, consultants and supporters, all of whom were instrumental in 
shaping and strengthening our identity. We couldn’t have done it without 
you! Your tireless efforts continue to make a world of difference in the 
fight to end housing discrimination. 
 

Jim Berry 
Executive Director 

Housing Equality Center of Pennsylvania 
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The Housing Equality Center got its start in 1956, 
before the days of fair housing legislation. 

1956 

1959 

1963 

1982 

1975 

1968 

1969 

At the time of its founding, the 
Housing Equality Center’s 
name was the Southeast  
Delaware County Area     
Committee of Friends       
Suburban Housing. The name 
changed to the Committee for 
Democracy in Housing of 
Lansdowne and Vicinity in 
1957, to the Lansdowne-
Upper Darby Fair Housing 
Council in 1976, to the Fair  
Housing Council of Delaware 
County in 1984 and to the Fair 
Housing Council of Suburban 
Philadelphia in 1992. 

In a 1959 newspaper advertisement, 
the Delaware County Board of Realtors 
said proposed fair housing laws 
''endanger your property rights" and 
"infringe your constitutional rights." The 
Housing Equality Center published its 
own ads to counteract those of the real 
estate board. A 1961 ad placed by the 
Housing Equality Center listed the 
names of hundreds of people support-
ing open housing. It began by  saying 
that "the brotherhood of Man is more 
than a phrase. Let's make this true in 
our community." 

In 1982, the Housing 
Equality Center hired its 

first staff member. As the 
organization grew and 

hired more staff, it was able 
to help protect more and 

more people from housing 
discrimination. 

In 1975 the Housing Equality Center helped the Carrs, an African 
American family attempting to move into an all-white neighbor-

hood in Upper Darby. Rioting neighbors vandalized the home and 
terrorized the family. Ms. Carrs handwritten note commented 

“Never in my wildest imaginings did we ever think that so 
many would give so much… thank you all for helping restore 

our faith in our fellow man” 

The Bakers, an African American    
family, moved into a home in Folcroft, 
an all-white community, and became 
the victims of  racially-motivated      
violence from neighbors. Three days of 
rioting ensued until authorities got the 
situation under control. Volunteers from 
the Housing Equality Center helped 
clean up the Baker’s property and  
members spoke out against racial    
discrimination.  

In April of 1968, Title VIII of the 
Civil Rights Act, also known as 

the Fair Housing Act, was 
signed into law. 

“In all probability, another episode of such 
magnitude will be avoided through more   

effective police action. But the underlying 
causes—the fears and prejudices which 

make any such action necessary in the first 
place, can only be removed by bold creative 

programs and courageous leadership.”  
 
-Mrs. Cary Isard, founding member of the Housing Equality  

Center, commenting on the 1963 Baker incident  
 

Ora M. Gudnitz moved into an all-white neighborhood 
in Yeadon, Pennsylvania. Neighbors tried to scare the 
interracial family away, throwing stones and garbage at 
their home and assaulting the children at school. The 
family received support and assistance from the    
Housing Equality Center and commented that the help 
renewed their faith in humanity. 
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2014 
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2010 
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1999 

1997 

1992 

The Housing Equality Center’s impact over the past 20 years includes: 

47,393 units of housing opened to members of protected classes 

$1,708,249 in damages for victims of housing discrimination 

The Housing Equality Center 
settled a discrimination       

complaint against Hill House 
Apartments, an eleven-story 

apartment building in          
Philadelphia that had a          

“no wheelchair user” policy. 

In 2010, the Housing    
Equality Center and a 
single mom settled a 
housing  discrimination 
complaint resulting from 
her landlord terminating 
her lease and telling her 
she needed to vacate 
immediately for adopting 
a child. 

The Housing Equality 
Center examined      
zoning ordinances of 
local municipalities in 
Southeast Pennsylvania 
and found that 39%  
contained obstacles to 
fair housing choice or fair 
housing violations. 

2011 

The Housing Equality Center’s 
Assistant Director, Rachel 

Wentworth, won a contest to 
design a fair housing mascot 

to be used for educational 
outreach to children. 

2007 

The Housing Equality Center settled a   
lawsuit against Prudential Insurance after 

finding evidence that Prudential was      
restricting, limiting or denying homeowners 

insurance in predominantly African-
American, Latino and integrated           

neighborhoods. 

When a single mother with three   
children called an apartment complex 
in Aston to ask about a three-bedroom 
unit, the manager told her that local 
occupancy laws excluded her from 
renting. The woman contacted Aston 
Township and discovered that no such 
law existed. When she brought this to 
the attention of the manager, she was 
told to “call back when you have a 
husband”. The woman and the     
Housing Equality Center filed familial 
status and sex discrimination         
complaints with HUD and the manager 
ultimately agreed to a settlement that 
included a fine, training and future 
compliance with fair housing laws.   

Mike, a 50-year-old man with a learning 
disability, was denied housing at an 
apartment community in Malvern. The 
manager explained its policy of       
requiring three credit references and no 
co-signers—a standard Mike would 
never be able to meet. Despite Mike’s 
cousin offering to co-sign and pay three 
months security deposit up front, the 
manager refused and bluntly told Mike’s 
cousin, "Those type of people should be 
living with their family." The Housing 
Equality Center filed a complaint of 
housing discrimination with HUD, noting 
that the manager should have made a 
"reasonable accommodation" to its 
policy so that a person with a disability 
could enjoy the property in the same 
way that others could. The apartment 
complex settled the complaint and its 
employees were trained in fair housing 
laws. 

Two federal judges ordered the Journal     
Register Company to no longer publish, in any 
of its newspapers, housing advertisements that 
expressed a preference for people without 
children. The ruling came after an eight year 
battle to end housing advertisements such as 
"no children," "adults only" and "one bedroom 
apartment, one person only."  

The Housing Equality Center was awarded a 
three-year HUD contract to work with the 
Community Legal Aid Society, Inc. (CLASI) 
to establish a testing program in the state of 
Delaware. The Housing Equality Center 
provided training and technical assistance to 
help CLASI provide fair housing             
enforcement services to underserved rural, 
disabled, homeless, Hispanic and non-
English speaking populations.  
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Sign up to receive e-mails from the Housing 
Equality Center 

Learn about fair housing topics and the latest 
fair housing cases and news 

Download or request fair housing booklets and 
fact sheets 

Sign up for fair housing trainings and events 

Report housing discrimination 

Request fair housing training 

Sign up to become a tester  

Visit our NEW website: equalhousing.org 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 


